678

gathered, management decisions should be
reevaluated.

We believe this latter approach may be best
for the Chichagof population. Given limited
resources for amphibian conservation in Alaska,
and the likely expense associated with eradica-
tion, we advocate increased monitoring of this
population to assess changes in range size and
threats to native species. As long as there is no
evidence of significant ecological impacts or
high likelihood of subsequent introductions, we
suggest allowing this population to persist. This
strategy may benefit future conservation of R.
aurora Given the global decline of amphibians
and declines of all western North American
ranid species, it may be useful to allow these
disjunct populations to persist as an insurance
against future extinctions. Similar justifications
have been used for maintaining an introduced
colony of Bolson’s tortoise, Gopherus flavomargi-
natus in New Mexico (H. W. Greene, pers.
comm.; Donlan et al., 2006), which is far north of
the only other extant population in a single
small valley in central Mexico.
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