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Las comunidades nacional e internacional han
empezado a conocer y valorar [a infinita riqueza
que posee 1a diversidad ecuatoriana, como fuente
“de desarmllﬁ esparcimiento y recursos coOnémicos.
Es por esto qur;: Eeuador, su pueblo y sus riquezas
se proyectan al mundo con el eslogan de
mepadiversidad”, '
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La megadiversidad, cn sentido amptio, sc refiere a
la ai:mnd_ancia notable de ecosistemnas, paisajes,
especics animales v vegetales, genes, pucblos v
culturas, Ecuador es una muestra inmensa de esto;
per ejermplo, se calcula que cerca del 10-20 % de
especies de muches grupes de plantas y animales
del planeta habitan en el Ecuador. Su territorio
comprende 25 zonas de vida caracterizadas por
regimenes climdtens variadas, flora y fauna tnicas
con altes porcentajes de endemismo en muchos
casos. En ¢l se encuentran cerca de 20-25 mil
especies de plantas vasculares, aproximadamente
medio millén de especies de inscctos, 775 peces de

' agua dulce, 600 peces marin-:}s', 393 anfibios {ranas,
sapos, salamandras y cecilias), 382 repliles
(tortugas, cocodrilos, lagarhj as, y SEIPLEHtE"i} 1554
aves y 324 mamiferos. A esto se suma la enorme .
diversidad de pueblos y culturas ricos en lenguiaje,
conocimiento de Ia naturaleza, teadiciones, folklore,
ete.

A traves de las imagenes de este libro, Fernando
Coloma nos regala un sorbo de un Ecuador mégico
y natural, ¢ inchuye fotografias de 1a mayoria de
provincias de la Sierra, Costa y Oriente. Su tra]:ra]-::- '
es un esfuerzo mds para valorar, conservar y
proyectar al mundo lo que tedavia nos queda de
esta impregionante muestra de la belleza v rigueza
del Ecuador megadiversa.
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PROLOGUE

The international and national communitics
have began to acknowledge the infinite richness
qF-chaduriﬂr"L diversity, which is a source of
development, enjoy, and economic resources.
This 15 the reason why Ecuador, its people and
its resources are projected to the world with the
slogan “country of megadiversity”.

Megadiversity, in a wide scnse, refers to the
great abundance of ecosystems, ladscapes, -
animal and plant species, sencs, people and
cultures. Ecuador is an excellent sample of this.
For e;;:ample_. it. has been estimated that about
10-20 % of the plants and animals of the world
inhabit Ecuador. s territory compriscs 25 life
zones characterized by a variety of climatic
regimes, @ unique flora and fauna that in many
cases has a high percentage of endemism. In its
territory there are 20-25 thousand species of
vascular plants, approximately half millon
species of insects, 775 fresh water fishes, 600 salt
water fishes, 393 amphibians (frogs, toads,
salamanders and cecilians), 382 reptiles
{crocodiles, turtles, lizards, and snakes), 1559
birds, and 324 mammals. Additionally, there is
an enormous diversity of pecple and cultures
with a great richness of lJanguages, nature
knowledge, traditions, folklore, ete.

Throughout the images of this book, Fernando
Caloma give us a taste of Ecuadorian magic and
nature. He includes pichures taken in most of .
the Ecuadorian provinees; in the Coast, Sierra
and Amazomian regions, Its work is an effort to
value, prescrve and project to the world this
amazing sample of the beauty and richness of a
megadiverse Ecuador.
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